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SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH IN THE 
NATIONAL INTEREST ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3293) to provide 
for greater accountability in Federal funding 
for scientific research, to promote the 
progress of science in the United States that 
serves that national interest: 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chair, today, I will 
vote no on H.R. 3293, the so-called ‘‘Scientific 
Research in the National Interest’’ Act. 

This bill is the latest in the House Majority’s 
campaign to undermine science and the sci-
entific community. The scientific peer-based, 
merit review process that the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) currently has in place is 
widely regarded as the ‘‘gold standard’’ for 
funding scientific research. This bill would add 
unnecessary bureaucratic paperwork to this 
process, but more troublingly, it would under-
mine our nation’s basic research enterprise. 
The attempts to insert politics into this process 
have already caused our nation’s scientists to 
shy away from high-risk, potentially high-re-
ward research that some House members 
may find controversial. 

We must not allow elected officials to arbi-
trarily override expert scientific review. We 
have seen this type of stunt time and time 
again with efforts to undermine climate change 
science, and today, the target is on basic re-
search. It is time to stop this charade. We 
should be focusing more on evidence-based, 
performance-based policymaking, rather than 
finding a solution in search of a problem. 
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SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH IN THE 
NATIONAL INTEREST ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3293) to provide 
for greater accountability in Federal funding 
for scientific research, to promote the 
progress of science in the United States that 
serves that national interest: 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Chair, I want to state 
my support for H.R. 3293, the Scientific Re-
search in the National Interest Act. This bill, in 
an effort to enhance transparency and ac-
countability at the National Science Founda-
tion (NSF), would include a determination by 
the NSF that any grant or cooperative agree-
ment by the NSF promotes the progress of 
science by being in the national interest. 

Under this bill’s broad definitions of what ‘‘is 
in the national interest’’, I expect that for vir-

tually all successful grant applications, the 
NSF would have no difficulty in making the 
certification. Section 2(b)(2)(G)’s ‘‘promotion of 
the progress of science for the United States’’ 
is such a broad justification for determining if 
research is within the national interest, that it 
likely covers all current research being funded 
by the NSF and could cover all future direc-
tions that the Foundation would like to explore. 
Any research that advances the frontiers of 
knowledge and drives technological innovation 
promotes the progress of science for the 
United States. 

I would like to point out that all the justifica-
tions of Section 2(b)(2) can be construed both 
broadly and liberally. For example, Section 
2(b)(2)(A)’s inclusion of ‘‘increased economic 
competitiveness in the United States’’ could 
encompass all funding that promotes the 
progress of engineering, physics, chemistry, 
biology, astronomy, and mathematics in order 
to build and strengthen our national capacity 
for innovation and production. 

Section 2(b)(2)(B)’s ‘‘advancement of the 
health and welfare of the American public’’ 
could include research into biology, life, the 
natural world, and the environment. Behavioral 
and social science research could also fall 
under the ‘‘advancement of the health and 
welfare of the American public’’ justification as 
well, because behavioral and social science 
build fundamental knowledge of human behav-
ior, interaction, and social and economic sys-
tems that underpin the health and welfare of 
our society. 

Section 2(b)(2)(C)’s ‘‘development of an 
American STEM workforce that is globally 
competitive’’ could be seen as promoting 
STEM education at all levels and in all set-
tings, including both formal and informal set-
tings. Having a well-informed workforce that 
has access to the ideas and tools associated 
with STEM education serves to enhance the 
quality of life of all citizens while promoting 
U.S. economic competitiveness, advancing the 
health and welfare of the American public, and 
supporting the national defense. 

To reiterate, I believe that Section 2(b)(2) of 
this bill is to be construed broadly and lib-
erally. I believe that the inclusion of Section 
2(b)(2)(G)’s ‘‘promotion of the progress of 
science for the United States’’ likely covers all 
current and future research engaged in by the 
NSF. Further, I believe that the fact that the 
Foundation is provided the discretion to make 
the determination allows the NSF ample room 
to continue its desired research. And I expect 
that for virtually all successful grant applicants, 
the NSF will have no difficulty in making this 
determination applaud Chairman SMITH for his 
work on this important legislation. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF IRENE R. 
CARDAMONE 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Irene R. Cardamone, 90, 
who passed away on February 2, 2016. Irene 
was born on October 21, 1925 in Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Irene graduated from North Royalton High 
School. She worked as a customer service 
representative with Insurance Diversified 
Agency in Solon, Ohio and once had her own 
catering company, Irene’s Catering. Irene’s 
passions included golf, sewing, crafts, and 
cooking. She was known to be a wonderful 
baker. She loved to travel, especially to the 
beach. Irene was a big baseball fan. She 
loved the Yankees, Derek Jeter, and the 
Cleveland Indians. Irene was happiest when 
she was with her wonderful family. She had a 
quick wit, and never forgot anyone’s birthday. 
She will be remembered by her family and 
friends as a loving, caring, outgoing, and 
friendly woman, who always had a smile on 
her face. 

Irene will be deeply missed by her family 
and friends. She leaves behind three children; 
Janet Carson (husband Terry), Nancy Vecchio 
(husband James), and MaryLou Mele (hus-
band Paul); nine grandchildren; Carolyn 
Osters (Michael), Joseph Cardamone, Andrew 
Carson (Kelli), April Carson (James Ewing), 
Salvatore Vecchio (Sheridan), Cara Berg 
(Ryan), James Vecchio (Christine), Kristin 
Mele, Nicholas Mele; and 13 great-grand-
children. 

Irene was preceded in death by her beloved 
husband, John S. Sr.; son, John S. Jr.; and 
sister, Alice Humphrey. 

Losses like these are never easy, but we 
can all take comfort in the fact that Irene led 
a long and fulfilling life. She will live on in our 
memory and in the memory of her beautiful 
family. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FRANCES GARLAND 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, Frances 
Garland once stated that she thought of her-
self first as a housewife and desired to be only 
a successful mother. Her personal view of her 
life as it unfolded does not do justice to how 
much she was appreciated by so many whom 
she touched, whether family or friends. 
Frances was one of my longtime friends in 
Roanoke, Virginia and one of my constituents 
for the past 23 years until she passed away 
on January 12 at age 91. The Roanoke com-
munity is grieving this loss and we continue to 
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